Anaheim, Tucson, Alamogordo,
Raton, Pueblo, Thornton, Colby, Topeka,
Tarkio, Sigourney, Paducah, Eureka
Springs, Fairfield Bay, Nashville, Padu-
cah (again!), Waynesboro, Birmingham,
Lilburn, Chattanooga, Bristol, Harrison-
burg, Baltimore, King of Prussia, Keas-
bey, Dayville. These are the names of
places we stopped on our coast to coast
trip. Along with visiting many friends
and some of our family along the way,
we also visited seven national parks,
three presidential libraries, and numerous
museums and places of interest, such as
Amelia Earhart’s girlhood home and
Museum of the High Plains.

After six weeks driving across the
US, we arrived at the lovely old farm
house pictured above. This house, lo-
cated in northeastern Connecticut, is over
100 years old and is where Sally grew
up. Years ago when it was still an operat-
ing dairy, it was called Brightwood
Farm. Another interesting fact is that
Sally’s father was born in this house. Her
sister now lives here.

Koronadal Blaan News

We have received some exciting e-
mails from Rev. Cuma Saya in the Phil-
ippines. He tells us that a local doctor
has purchased 300 New Testaments and
a number of hymnals and then turned
them back to Cuma to distribute in areas
where people cannot afford to purchase
them. Also a local pastor recently pur-
chased 1,000 hymnals to distribute in
remote areas of the mountains. The vice
governor of one province who purchased

New Testaments two years ago has
contacted Pastor Cuma about pur-
chasing more. The church among the
Blaans continues to grow both in
number and in spiritual depth.

In his denomination, Pastor Cuma
is responsible for helping new fellow-
ships get started. Just in the past few
days Pastor Cuma told us of four new
churches about to open.

Enabling Pastor Cuma

We continue to send Pastor Cuma
a small stipend to help with his distri-
bution work. It isn’t enough to live
on, but helps him in his travels
through the mountains. If you’d like
to send funds that would go specifi-
cally to him and his wife Lydia this
can be done by sending gifts through
Wycliffe’s Orlando office. Make your
check payable to Wycliffe Bible
Translators. Include a separate note
with your check. The note should
have these words:

“Please send this gift to S.1.L. Philip-
pines (SILP) for the Koronadal Blaan
Project Account.”

After you’ve done the above, write
to us letting us know of your gift and
how your gift is to be used. Sally, as
Koronadal Blaan account manager,
will see that your desires are carried
out. We thank you in advance for this
help to Rev. Saya.

South Africa

South Africa? You might well ask.
Yes, we are going to South Africa for
Christmas. Leon’s oldest daughter,
Barbara, husband Paul, and three chil-
dren are living in Johannesburg. Paul
and Barbara are involved in church
planting and training of indigenous
pastors.

For quite some time, they have
been asking us to think about coming
for a visit. We didn’t really see how
this could be, but kept it before the
Lord and saved what we could. Then
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he shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about."

Luke 2:15b (NIV)
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it became clear that the very best time would be this
Christmas, before we take up our new assignment at
the JAARS Center in North Carolina.

We leave from Boston on December 10". We are
scheduled for a month in South Africa after which we
return to the US on January 10"™. One of the big con-
cerns was Leon’s passport which runs out in January,
2008. With hopeful hearts, we put the old passport
into the mail and waited. After what seemed like an
eternity, we got word from Sally’s sister that the re-
newed passport had arrived at the Connecticut ad-
dress. Please be in prayer. Many of you know that
travel is not as simple as it used to be.

Church Reports

Before leaving California, we visited and gave re-
ports in our five partnering churches on the west coast.
As we traveled across the US visiting some of our
support team, we reported in two more churches. Now
we are on the east coast where we have four churches
we want to give a report covering our last four year
field service term in the Philippines. Our report also
includes a 12 minute DVD video that gives a wonder-
ful overview of the worldwide Bible translation sup-
port work that we’ll be involved in at Wycliffe’s
JAARS Center. This large center is located about 30
miles south of Charlotte, North Carolina, near the
town of Waxhaw. The JAARS Center does training in
technical skills that simplify the field task for Bible
translators. Some of those trained by JAARS for field
service are pilot-mechanics, construction and mainte-
nance teams, communications specialists, computer
systems managers, vernacular media personnel, and
those facilitating much needed transportation at home
and overseas.

We look forward to these church report opportuni-
ties after we return from South Africa in mid-January.
In the meantime we’re open to contacts leading to
these sharing times that fall between mid-January and
the end of March.

Current Projects

In the meantime we are working hard to stay warm
and get some long-term projects done. Sally is work-
ing on updating her teaching credentials with the state
of New Hampshire and with the Association of Chris-
tian Schools International. Leon is nursing our old
computer along and working on the website for the

work in the Philippines. TEE

He brings in firewood
for the wood-burning
b stove each day, too. We
have been visiting fam-
ily and going through
things we have in stor-
age. We also want to be

of help to Sally’s sister by doing some projects here
at the farm. Lately we have been clearing some

brush and grapevines that have
> grown up.

Our partner church in Putnam, CT, has a Christian
elementary school as part of its ministry. Sally was
asked to come share about Bible translation for the
5th and 6th grade class. The young people were re-
sponsive, giving Sally a great morning.

Here are a few recent New England scenes

Dear family and friends,

As thoughts of Christmas fill our hearts this
year, let’s join together with true hearted men,
women, boys and girls around the world in wor-
shipping the One who came to Earth 2,000 years
ago to offer up His life that we might have life.

He is the Creator God, the Babe of Bethlehem,
the Carpenter of Nazareth, the Itinerate Teacher,
the Dying Savior on the Cross, the Ascended One
sitting at the Father’s right hand in Heaven. He is
the One who is coming again to take us back to His
Heavenly home In worshiping Him we find a life of
joy that will never end.

Thank you for your love and partnership with
us as we walk His path together.

With joy in His service,

See the color version of our letter by going to:
www.trinitynh.org/mis-winter.htm

Letters, cards and e-mail:
Leon & Sally Winter
114 Tucker District Rd
Dayville, CT 06241-1419
—Ph#: 860-774-2577
E-mail: (checked most days)
leon-sally_winter@sil.org
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Wycliffe
www.Wycliffe.org

www.sil.org/asia/philippines

Support for our ministry to:
Woycliffe Bible Translators
P.O. Box 628200
Orlando, FL 32862-8200
Make your check to WBT and
add a note: “For the ministry of
Leon & Sally Winter.” Thank you.




